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MRS. M. FISKE 



Ouce the sincere human heart becomes linn in its devotion 
to truth the powers Of orthodox superstition shall not prevail 
against It 

Woman is admittedly the mainstay of the orthodox church. 
Upon lu r back falls the burden oi supporting t his gigantic super- 
stition. The high regard and esteem man entertains for mother, 
ttster, Wife and dang, it er, prevents, In many instances, any in" 
trillion upon Iter religious proclivities, and feeling thus ODOOUr- 
agt d. she plods along to give strength to that very Institution 
that leads to her eoosUUlt degrndation. 

This is the rule, but there are many exceptions, and, in the 
Coarse of time, the exception! will prove to be in excess of t h ose 
conforming to the rule. True, indeed, all women cannot be a 
Josephine K. Henry or a Harriet M.'Clo.-z, but the subject of this 
sketch, in the face of trials and tribulations, scorned the preten- 
sions of the orthodox superstition, and adhering to truth, has 
livid to witness the parti*] triumph of the principles of Free- 
thought This sk. teli is partly autobiographic, as we have pre- 
ferred to have the story U>M in a personal vein that our readers 
may s< e and realize t' e lull worth of such a noble and heroic 
character. 

Mrs. If. Kiske was the ninth child of Lewis R. and Sarah T. 
Anthony. She was horn at Sandford. New York, on the 20th 
day of September 1844, and is. therefore, in her sixty-third year. 
At. fifteen yean of age she moved with her parents to Hamilton 
ton. New Jersey, where she spent many years of her life, and in 
1SU6, or at tt» age of 20 year-, she was married to John D. Fiske. 
later wi ll known in the Freet bought cause. Her husband went 
through the Civil War. serving four years in Nim's BaAtalion. 
Second Massachusets Artillery. Four children were born to them 
— three sons and a daughter. The eldest son, Willie, being an 

ex perl swimmer, had already save d three lives from a watery 

grave, but nt the age of nineteen years, he swam to the rescue of 
a fourth, saved the life he had struggled for, but his strength 
gave out and he found a watery grave himself. This was the 
first great affliction that came to the life of the devoted mother. 
True to its Stubborn persistency, the Christian supers! ition assail 
ed her even in the moment of such a trial. Speaking of this in 
Oldest herself, Mrs PI ke says: 'One good praying Methodist 
woman came to DM and said. 'Now Willie has gone to hell: you 
Hid better get religion before you go.' Her reply was character- 
istic of a true life, for the sorrowing mother Immediately spoke up 
and said: "If my Willie has gone to hell. 1 want to go there too. 
as hell would be heaven with him. heaven hell without him." 

Of course, It had never occurred to this praying Methodist 
WOnMA, that one who had sacrificed his own life In the service or 
other-, not believing, could possibly deserve aught but hell. Yet 
this is true Christian teaching, and realizing the absurdity of such 
an Infamous doctrine. Mrs Fiske spurned the system, and has 
kepi her Freethought principles Intact through all the Intervening 
(rears, and even in I er advanced age, Is as loyal and true to Free- 
dom's cause as she was In the days of her vigor and youth. 

Concerning her own tendencies to Freethought, Mrs. Fiske 
writes: "My father was a pioneer In Sandford. His n PB 'est 
neighbors were Indians, bears and panthers; My father had only 
words of praise for the Indians. He was. at one time, a red-hot 
Methodist. He attended church and revival*. At about the time 
of my birth he broke away from the church and became a Free- 



thinker. Ministers came to our house to argue with my father 
that he was wrong. Father proved to them from Hie Bible that 
they were wrong and this made them mad. I listened to the 
argument. They gave us no peace, and lather challenged them to 
a debate in t,!:ie largest hall they could Bud. It w'as accepted. 
The platform was tilled with ministers, all arrayed against my 
father. When he entered the hall, his arms were full of books, 
u, large Bible on the top. Other nu n came behind, also carrying 
book- for him. The miiisters asked him what he intended to 
do with the books, and w 1 en he replied that they were to be used 
by him for references, they refused to debate with him and left 
the hall. Many years after that. I met and tallo d with a gentle- 
man who was present and remembered the Incident quite wi ll 
It was from my tether that I learned the Inconsistency and absur 
dity of the Christian system of religion." 

Even the wisest and best are prone to error. Mistakes will 
arise in the course of a life, and one mistake, now recognized 
and admitted by Mrs. Fiske. draws a valuable and striking lesson 
to others. Her motherly instinct had led her not to Interfere 
with her own children's belief, preferring that they should think 
matters out for thetn-elves. The result was that the children 
living became church members, and looking back at the experi- 
ences of the years, she says: "I had done wrong not to fortify 
my children's minds on the subject of religion, but I did not want 
them to be taught the old fables: yet they fell victims to design 
ing church memliers who dealt underhand In goin? about it. While 
I did not know what was going on, a preacher came to my house. 
He said not a word to me on the subject of religion. He sat and 
waited for my son to come home. About the hour for his arrival 
the preacher went out and latd In wait for him. The result was 
my boy joined the church. Then they came to me. and because 
my boys had Joined. Insisted that I sihould also join. They all 
know by this time why T refused to do so." 

But what was the result? Christian charltv. rare at best, 
became at its best. Punishment fell upon this brave heart fru- 
iter steadfastness to the truth. Talk about martyrdom, whv all 
the sufferings of all the martyrs combined could not exceed the 
Christian cruelty Inflicted upon this woman. Head— 

"My nova joining the church, mother at nnr» become the old 
Infidel. They would not live with me. Hot and angry words 
were the rule. We parted, each to live our own life. T could not 
live their life, as they bade me. My eld-st hoy run th I home, hut 
told me he would sell nut. bug and baggage, -inless I stopped 
Indulging In arguments with the IfftthodtStl A<-. T htd new 
commenced any of the arguments, alwavs hnvlng them forced 
upon me. I told him I was not a slave, and so we parted. At the 
moment of (the separation. I told him that If the time should ever 
come that he could break nway from the degrading superstition, 
then come to mother. We meet, sometimes, hut do not speak 
We may never." 

Talk about courage, why no soldier ever went to battle pos- 
sessed of such daunt leea spirit and heroism. 

It Is to such nohle characters as that here depicted that 
Freethought finds its greatest strensrth. \n trial, no tribulation, 
no threat no apselOUl promise could turn her from ^cr chosen 
course, and to give honor to such, the Blade cheerfully nccords 
Mrs. Fiske a place In the list of Immortals. 
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Evangelical Churches are Menaced 



The Great Wane of Intellectual Progress 
Threatens to Engulf the Church 
Unless It Conforms to Modern 
Demands. 

(By Henry C. Waniack.) 

Religions are based on the yearning of 
people for the completeness of life. Man- 
kind looks to them to inspire conduct, to 
afford comfort in the face of the seemingly 
adverse, and to shed light upon the prob- 
lem of adjusting existence on earth to 
eternal being. Belief involves conduct. If 
we are to act as if we believed or disbe 
lieved certain postulates, what «c believe 
becomes of vital importance. If we believe 
beautiful, hopeful, constructive tenets, than 
our deeds will be lovely and will bring us 
peace and happ'ness, Failure so to base 
our transcendent beliefs is to be without 
the purpose and joy which make living 
worth while. For this reason the senti 
nients that a man en tert a in s and Which 
are classed as religion are the greatest con- 
cern of everyday life. 

All doctrine of life hinges on how suc- 
cessful it Is in relating the man within to 
the world without. Whatever aids In estab- 
lishing harmony between the life of the 
heart and the life visible to the eyes and 
tangible to the touch. Is truth, It Is the 
bread of life and it never disagrees, never 
disturbs and never confuses. This siti< 
faction we demand of religion. We look to 
It to link the seen and the unseen and to 
bring about a union of sentiment and rea 
son that shall make us strong for life 

There has never been a time when man 
as a reasonable creature did not count of 
worth only such statements of principle as 
could be applied to his own life. As man 
kind approaches a superior intelligence this 
tendency to exact of religion such experl 
ences a» are personal and Intimate In 
creases to the point of an Insistent demand 
No matter how great or how hPM n etn- 
clple may be, If It cannot be applied to 
personality. It. has no value to the Individ 
UaL If religion Is to be of comfort to us 
It must offer a living experience, t per 
sonal and direct revelation and a perpetual 
c , "m<;n.itratlon. 

Any sort of faith Is adequate In Its Ins* 
analysis If It offers a living hypothesis. Ti 
be of effect, religion must lav strong hold 
upon the Individual consciousness, and 
offer strength and light, consolation and 
power, peace and understanding. pr>nV< 
and fulfillment, courage and wisdom, and 
all of the attributes and living, infallible 



principles which, if faithfully followed, wn 
lead to satisfaction in personal conduct. 
To know that another healed the sick, 

raised the de ad and went about doing all 
the good that noble impulses inspired him 
to do is valueless to us unless we can find 
i he same principles of power which direct- 
ed his life. and. finding them, so live within 
them that we may at least partially share 
tin' same bleeaednaea of conviction and 

conduct which made his life worthy of 
emulation. 

The evangelical crl arches are societies 

persons. They are strong insofar as tley 
represent the highest purpose of a number 
of units. There is no strength in numbers 
Unices there is unity of purpose, and an or 
Kan button can hope to be continued only 
so long as it represents the purpose of It < 

members and by this representation con- 
tinues to merit their support. 

For any of these bodies to be decevd 
because there is no Immediate upheaval 
and no sudden depletion within its rinks. 
Is blindness, or at least i: is iptrl»u«j to.d 
Intellectual near signte Inejs. 'in a' revo- 
lution! depend upon the gradual unfold 
Blent of the consciousness of many Indi- 
viduals, and while the final affirmation of 
this consciousness sometimes ts expressed 
In forms of such force as to radically affect 
all elements that resist them, they have 
nevertheless arrived step by step and the 
understanding elements have long held 
thom in recognition, and are not disrupted 
or disturbed by their actual announcement. 

One feature which leads some churches 
to sit in smug complacency wh'le the 
hearts of their members turn from them. Is 
that understanding and growth are so 
great in their wisdom, in their humility 
and assurance, that they make n<> con ten 
lions or disputes or arguments, but gladly 
confess all of the partM views of truth 
which any society or Individual has a ca 



Humanity's Cain from the Sublime Martyr- 
dom of Bruno to Sat sfy the Insensate 
Greed of Orthodoxy. 



(By Dr. T. .1. Bowles) 
I recall with a shudder the sad and awful 
fate of the Immortal Bruno. whose piieaUsa 
life was extinguished in llames of tire 



pacit y to reflect. The great waves of relig- 
ious reform which are at this moment set- 
ting the world in harmony with the power 
of their resistless vibrations, have no quar- 
rel to make with any of these churches, 
but welcome In love every utterance of 
truth which they are large enough to ex- 
press. 

Because all the ground upon which they 
■tand is not suddenly swept from beneath 
their foundations is no reason why these 
churches should become ttxej In the as- 
sumption of security. People may receive 
witli gratitude all that they have to offer, 
but they cannot feed their growing minds 
upon husks, and as the light of personal 
revelation exceeds the light of the provided 
word of the pulpit they will look more and 
more within themselves. 

All these forms rely upon plasticity for 
permanence. Forms which are not plastic 
will break under strain. Thev reach their 
limit of size and are then divided. If the 
function of one of these churches does nor 
change to correspond with the need of Its 
members, it will either be r.'organized or 
dissolved It will not be lost, but It will 
be expressed in new forms which meet the 
new demands. Men Individually are ad- 
vancing in consciousness, and if these 
churches fall to so modify, so compromise 
and so rejuvenate as to fully represent the 
Ideals and purposes of their progressive 
units, they will cease to he of service, and 
no form ever yet outlived its usefulness. 

Increase of understanding on the part of 
the individual member emphasizes the In 
sufficiency of the churches, whenever they 
fall the broadening conceptions and com 
prehension of the member. If the whole 
Anas not function the needs of the unit 
there is disorder, and disintegration will 
follow unless the order is so plastic as to 
anticipate and accommodate all new re 
quirements. 



by the bloody hands of the priests of super 
stition. 

This sublime and immortal man lived in 
the dark night of the middle ages, and like 
the sun in the heavens above us . he shed 
light anon all tin- world: he SHU the herald 
of the civilization which we enjoy today: 
he discovered that besides this little grain 
of sand which we call the earth, that there 
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are millions of other world* In the abysmal 
depths of space. He also discovered that 

:he doctrine of timniubetantiatfcm which 
then ruled the world was an absurd and 
enrage superstition; ho informed the ig- 
norant and priest-ridden world that the In- 
flniie and . ternnl power that kept all the 
planets In their orbits, could not be swal 
lowed by drinking a cup of sacramental 
wine, or eating a wafer made Of unleavened 
dough. 

ThU infinitely absurd superstition that 
man could eat the God of ihe Universe, and 
swallow the Father, the Son and the Holy 
Ghost by eating wafers, and drinking fer- 
mented grape-jnloe, enveloped all Kuropein 

a funeral pall, and deluged the world with 
blood and tears. 

On account of the noble aim, high pur- 
poses, and heroic efforts of this Immortal 
man to rid the race of some of the dreadful 
superstitions that were Ailing the earth 
with crime, pestilence, poverty, filth and 
rags, this sublime character was pursued 
like a wild beast through all the States of 
Kurope whither he fled to escape the fury 
of his pursuers. 

He was finally overtaken, arrested, and 
brought back to his native home, and offer- 
ed freedom by the priests of superstition 
If he would recant and deny all the great 
truths which be had discovered, 8nd give 
h^s talent and energy for the maintenance 
and spread of superstition. 

He spumed this ofTer of the heartless 
priesthood: he loved the human family 
better than he loved his own freedom: he 
thought of all the gcnentlons that were yet 
to he, and for the future good and happi- 
ness of the human race he cheerfully sub- 
mitted to the ordeal of fire, and the bigots 
and hypocrites and friends of superstition, 
slowly and with ghoulish glee reduced the 
body of this grand man and greit phTl 
osopher to ashes. 

Like a brilliant «t"r in the midnight dark- 
ness of the sixteenth century, he shines 
with resplendent luster: he planted the 
seeds of science, righteousness and pure 
relig'on In the barren soil of superstition, 
and made it possible todav for millions of 
men. women and children to reap a rich 
harvest of freedom from the golden seeds 
which he sowed with a generous hand, nnd 
which will finally yield n glorious harvest 
of happiness for all the generations that are 
yet to come. 

Tie died in triumph with a smile on his 
loving face, buoyed up with the certain 
knowledge that the sacrifice of his life 
would Insure the final death of hundreds 
of the h'deous gods and devils of stipend! 
tlon. that had enslaved the toiling millions 
of earth through all the dark and dreary 



he died, and when we shall have succeeded 
in breaking the manacles and shattering the 
fetters, which the priests or superstition 
have forged and fastened upon the limbs 
and brain of the human race, this beautiful 
earth will become a happy home for all 
the weary and sorrowing children of men. 

Kvery good man and every good woman 
should dedicate their lives, and expend 
their energies in heroic efforts to emanci- 
pate their fellow-men from the galling 
bondage of superstition, and hasten the 



oncoming of that glorious period when men- 
tal slavery shall disappear from this beau- 
tiful canh, ana Bruno's dreams of free- 
dom and happiness for the human race shall 
income a blessed reality. 

How long! O, how long will it yet be 
before mankind will learn that filth and 
rags, poverty and wretchedness, war and 
pestilence, crimes and criminals are the 
children of superstition? 

Muncle, Ind. 



Strong Letter to President Roosevelt 



Common Honesty Would Compel Him to 
Make Answer, but Will He Do So? 



Los Angeles, Cel., Nov. 10, 1908. 
Theo. Roosevelt, Washington, D. C. — 

Mr. President: It was with profound 
pleasure that I read your published letter 
of Nov. 9th to J. C. Martin, of Dayton. O., 
defending Presidentelect Taffa right to 
belter* or disbelieve any religion he sees 
fit. It shows that you understand and en- 
dorse the true Liberal principles upon 
which our forefathers founded this great 
Republic, i. e., the right of every citizen to 
use his own reason and do his own think 
ing. 

You undoubtedly recognize the fact 
which Is now patent, that the time has 
passed when a pious ass like the great Ne 
braska Prophet, can be elected to any trust 
of importance. 

I hope now you will remember the old 
adage in regard to a wise man sometimes 



changing his belief, and correct a mistake 
you once made in referring to that greatest 
of all American pat riots, Thomas Paine, as 
•a filthy little atheist," in a book you pub- 
lish, d called "Governor Morris" on page 
2SS. In doing so. you will gain the love 
and respect of sever.il millions of moral 
and temperate, although not pious, men 
and women of America, who believe that 
you, as well as religion, have evolved t<; 
wards better humanity in the twenty years 
last past since you wrote the book, ind we 
believe you am a wise? and manly man 
enough to make the correction pablioly. 

If you will refer again to Th;nnas "aine's 
great work, "The Age of Reason, ,- vou will 
find In the first sentence of the first rhap" 
ter that he believed in a n»d. and - as 
therefore not an atheist, as all Intelligent 
people like Mr. Taft are in the Nth cen- 
tury. I remain, with greatest respect. 

Your fellow citizen. 

Franklin H. Heald. 



Constructive Atheism 



This Contributor Argues that Brotherhood 
of Man Implies Fatherhood of God. 



His cherished hopes are now beginning 
to he realized, and it remalnR for us to fin- 
ish the noble and sacred work for which 



(By A. K. Wade, i 
We much admire Mrs. Bllven, Mr. Kerr 
and others of their seel for the zeal and 
energy they manifest in trying to build up 
an organization for the enllght mcnt and 

"freedom from superstition" of humanity, 

but we fear they cannot lUOBeed, for their 
creed Is only a simple Negation, and like 
the "house built on the sand" (on nothing), 
it cannot stand. Their wort Is d<>structive, 
a tearing down of all belief! In a god, a 
Great Dynamis or Great Spirit, without glv 
ing any other basis or belief as an incen- 
tive to right living. 

Mrs. Bliven does say In her article In the 
Blade of Oct. 2r,th: "We advise all our 
writers to prepare articles on any Free 



thinkers that deserve the title of philan 

throptst" Now what does philanthrope 

mean? 

The word "philan th r o p I s t " Is from two 
Greek words, and mean.* brotherly love 
Brotherly love pre supposes the universal 
brot berhOOd of man ; and brotherhood means 
children of a common ;aren\ Then the 

••practice of Philanthropy" is the result of a 

belief in the universal brotherhood, and this 
necessitates the doctrine of the Universal 
Fatherhood (you may call It God, the Great 
I (ynatnls, or any other name you choose! 
If there is no God. or anv thing but ' blind 
unintelligent force," mankind have no com 
mm father, and are in nn ways related or 
dependent on each other, and the practice 
of philanthropy has no foundation In rea 
son or In 
Frbana, 111. 
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Our Goody-Goody Governors 



While Denouncing Gambnng in One Form, 
They Joyfully Receive News of the 
Odds on Their Chance for 
Re-election. 



(Uy Johu r. Clarke.) 

There is a real mora.uy and a DMUdO- 
morallty, boiu existing an.i In working ocdu 
.11 the country. 

When a preacher or an editor draws a 
M-wre lace or a dwaned editorial iu public, 
we look lor a moral effort— and get it. 

Ten or eleven Una ■ out of nine it is for 
the purpose ol raising moral dust to SOTW 
uniuoral bast ness. 

No have Stale Governors, who are so 
overcome at the idea of I he gambling iu- 
ttlnot becoming epidemic, that they try to 
suppress a section of the evil, so that the 
whole Hood shall pass to another and larger 
section; and then the Governors run for re- 
o ectiou and complacently listen to the bet- 
ting odds in their own favor. 

These gnat good (i ivernors pass for 
great statesmen. They d > no. rise to the 
height of obliterating pov rty. They do little 
tor the •common herd ", but they do a lot 
tor the Mlect and elect. These great nun 
would probably lit the cracked and discard- 
ed moulds in which were cast the gods aud 
saints. The seined huh and (laws of 
caul and hypocrisy would lit to the persons 
as the mlstits selected for the Hall of Fame 
lit Into the holes of that pantheon. Then 
the preacher elongates his visage and de 
plores the increase of divorce. While he Is 
kicking up the dust on this question, a doz 
en other preachers are giving just cause 
for the article under the MM grant allowed 
by Jesus Christ. 

If Jesus Christ was the model of the 
church priest, perhaps he was crucified for 
giving cause to angry husbands, and not by 
fanatical Jews. Men rtndered frantic 
might easily be mistaken for fanatics. If 
preachers literally follow in the footsteps of 
Paul and Peter, as they claim, then those 
gents earned the hard knocks tliilt I hey got. 
"The light from heaven" that Paul saw, may 
have been the result of seeing stars via 
an Irate lover's blow. 

• Peter's wlfos sister lay ill of a fe- 
ver." It may have been pnerpal fever, 
caused by living under the same roof with 
a preacher. 

They say one must not traduce the dead, 
but "these dead" did traduce the living, 
which was worse, and as I could not l>e 
at their time of day, I will glvt them of the 
measure they meted out to others. 



We are exhorted to be like the saints. Let 
us see what these saints were: Mark, a 
Jew by birth, a Koinau provincial constable 
aud tax-gatherer, a deacon of the Order Of 
Sadducees; wrote a "Life of Christ," which 
contained a genealogy, remarkable for the 
anachronism and inharmouiousness of de- 
tail. To look at Mark, one wou.d not think 
him equal to the task, but tile historian of 
another period declares emphatically that 
Mark did It. Can you follow this saint? 

Matthew, a (iallileean fisherman, knew 
how to draw seines and spin yarns of his 
master, Master and man are very shadowy 
in history and in fact. Matthew is a Syn- 
optic saint, and corroborated the tales of 
Mark and Luke, which are still in need of 
such attention. Matthew lied conscientious- 
ly to uphold h's end of the Synoptical delu 
■lOO, and received the thanks of the Fathers. 

Luke was a doctor of medicine of the pre- 
Aeseulapian School. He was a faith-healer, 
not that he healed faith, but that he made it 
meet for healing. He matched genealogies 
with Matthew, but Luke's had peculiarities 
which afforded disproof of what he sought 
to confirm. It was synoptlcally and diamet- 
rically at variance with the ether affinity, 
both in scope and conclusion. As he failed 
at the physician's trade, he took to book" 
writing, and failed at that. He was canon- 
ized and upheld by the Fafheis. Kusebius 
and Justinian agree that Luke was a Syn- 
optic, who synoped at a great rate Would 
you like to simulate this saint? 

John agrees to disagree with the Synoptic. 
As no one would synope with Mm, he is In 
a class by himself. His lies would not agree 
in number and person with their stories. 
John was a great favorite with Jesus, but 
became hot stuff in the end. He got Into 
nn oil vat, and had a foretaste of the sin- 
ners' hell. He Is also backed and endorsed 
by the Fathers. 

St. John, the Baptist, the Foreteller and 
Forerunner of Christ, baptized Christ after 
the common formula, and lost his head to 
Herodlous, and therefore, refrained from 
synopticing. His career teemed to end 
with the loss of his head. Would you like 
to live and die as this saint died? 

St. Peter. He wrote some letters, and 
gave advice to Timothy that is still follow 
ed more than all of Luke's prescriptions. 
He was at variance with the writer of Ec- 
clesiastics. Solomon and Peter were antl 
synoptics. Peter promised grandiloquent 
phenomena and pyrotechnics on a grand 
scale. The Armament Is to roll »P " s 11 
scroll, and the earth to be eaten by fervent 
heat. This promise Is said to still hold 
good. It is being kept In cold storage. Peter 



blew hot and cold. He was invincible in 
peace and crestfallen In trouble. He was 
a beginner in disturbance and i quitter in 
engagement. He met his match in Nero, 
who Addled while Home and Peter burned. 
The rooster, which takes to moat parsons, 
disagreed with Peter. When the chanti- 
cleer began to crow, Peter began to forget 
his former friends. The rooster was re- 
sponsible for a lapse of Adelity of the Pet- 
rian character. It was fate, in feathers. Are 
yon a follower of this saint? 

Paul, alias Saul, Centurion and Saint, be- 
gan his career as persecutor of the sancti- 
fied. Was a bad man ->f the Alkali Ike type, 
and made tenderfoot godli'igs dance as he 
shot the soles off their sandals. God butted 
in and converted Paul in the midst of this 
most excellent diversion, and Paul t'imed 
Ma coat like a true politician. The "S" was 
changed into "P" and the great change 
artist was before the public in a new role. 
He was noted for the sage advice that he 
gave women in domestic affa'rs. Women 
retain their headgear in churches and the- 
aters to this day as a mark of respect to 
Paul. In some theaters the men cussed 
'em off. and the custom is in evolution. 
Paul never married, but a red-haired girl. 
Thecla, was sweet on him. He Wat either 
a free lover or a race suiclder. as he op- 
I>osed marriage. He wrote an auto-biog- 
raphy, called, "Acts of Me and Peter." 

At Antioch, "Me and Peter" had a wordy 
scrap. Being a convert, Paul was exceeding 
wroth at disbelievers. He piu unbelief at 
the head of his list of Iniquities. Followest 
thou him? 

Arlington, Ind. 



Who Will Take It Up? 



PHILADELPHIA. — I should like some of 
your readers to write an article comparing 
the political ideas of Alexander Hamilton 
tad Paine and Jefferson. I now And the 
religious objections to Paine have disap 
pea red. and the objections now urged are 
that he did so much good that they do not 
like to compare him with the lesser lights. 
Hence we should take up him in the direc- 
tion of human freedom. My thanks are due 
to Prof. Morris Jastrow. Jr., and Prof. Left- 
man, both of whom acknowledged Paine's 
services and his right to he represented in 
the Pageant. Yet neither Paine nor Commo- 
dore Harry was represented, hut Ixird Howe 
and his Tories were.— J. B. ELLIOTT. 



FOR A BOUND VOLUME. 



WEBSTER CITY. IOWA— Kindly list me 
for a bound volume of the Blade and oblige. 
—HARRIET M. CLOSZ. 
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Materialist Lecture Bureau 



Splendid Solution of a Difficult problem 
Offered. How Such a bureau Could 
be Started and Given Support. 



(lis K.iza Howry Uliveu.j 
How lo pui ni operation tlM work outlin- 
ed by the Canal Dover Convention is one of 

the problem! that appear rnther ditiicult of 
solution. 

Principally, among others, was the < s 
1 a blishiin n t of ■ Lecture Bureau, as a uie- 
d.uui througli w hich Materialist propaganda 
could be placed before tho masses, and used 
as an instrument for affording opportunities 
lor WMkly or bi-WeeUjl meetings for out 
spoken Materialists. 

1 believe i hat most of the diseases, 
crinn s, vices, poverty and suffering of man 
kind are due to ignorance of the pnysical 
and social causes of evils. Hence, 1 believe 
that what the masses moot need is practical 
scientific teaching of real physical CSUMI 
and results, in place of theological sermons, 
prayers, and Sunday Seh'Xil Uible li MODI, 
to most successfully promote morality, 
health, happiness, Industry, prosperity, jus- 
tice, philanthropy, and other right physical 
mental and moral developments. This 
would evolve the highe ! type of citizens, 
active in promoting the "general welfare ", 
and rapidly reduce all kl'ids of evils. 

As Sunday is the only free day most la 
borers have, this instruction must be given 
on that day. The present theological Sun- 
day teachings are distasteful to the classes 
most needing instruction, hence they con 
gregate where no good practical instruction 
r. a< hes them, and harmful habits, crimes, 
and most misery results. 

The church-goers are continually taught 
to rely on some supernatural agency to 
bring about all needful reforms and pro 
gress. and thai they BUM BUbmlralvely boar 
all misfortunes as needed prep:, rat ions for an 
eternal happy existence after death. Thus 
they are kept in ignorance of real causes, 
and of their own abilities, and how to 
make the most of this life, and help others 
to. Hence temperance and all ether reforms 
make very little progress, because the peo- 
ple are taught dependence on a god, in 
stead of self-reliance, natural laws, and 
social independence. 

I most earnestly desire that a capable 
Society be founded, to sludy out, prepare 
and have printed and distributed Scientific 
Lessons and Lectures for Sunday Instruc" 
lions, free from all reference to any relig 
Ion. bible, god or future life. These leaaOM 
must be such teaching as will Influence the 
people into adopting these habits which will 



secure their ptace, htriUth, and prosperity, 
Uld promote ihe moral, mentai, and pay ~ 
steal uevi lopiiRUl ol MOO, and iho 'general 
weilaru ' of all. 

uesiui ■ {secular Sunda.. School Lessons 
and Sciniinic i-eciuiv s lor the ins ruct.ou 
of the people in WOAMVei tney especially 
:i . ii, UitN Jsunuuy Aieitmgs shoUid bo made 
ai.r.ic.iv. u uraw tin.- crowd and become 
popular by music, singing, readings, recita- 
tions, discus, ions, and physical exercises, 
in which the people are ncouraged lo take 
pari, and Rain lo BXC< i, thus developing 
l nt ir abilities uy competitive doing. 

h a BOCi< ty is lounded belore my death, 
and such Scientific Sunday Lessons and 
lectures ari 1 published as 1 have proposed 
•ii this pap. r, to Mbd Society 1 have given 
and bequeathed In my Will, legally signed 
and Witnessed in Brooklyn, Connecticut, 
January 18, 1901, the mm of Five Hundred 
Dollars, to he deposited in some Savings 
Lank, or oilier institution reeogu.zed by law 
for the deposit of trust funds, and the inter 
i si to be used each year toward defraying 
tie- expenses of obtaining, printing and dis 
t ributing Ukid Scientific Lessons and Lec" 
t ures. 

Hut if no Society is founded and worthy 
Lectures printed before my death, said Five 
Hundred Do.lurs is so bequeathed as lo he 
divided between mo Editors of eight publl- 

catlonc which are now trying to promote 
health, temperance, or other reforms, or lo 
i dUCatfl ill some ne. ded line. 

As soon as the publication of such Lec' 
tuns is begun, 1 further igrec to give Ten 
Dollars a year, While 1 live, to help along 
Hi s work. If nine ) nine others will be 
iiii.ata and donate like amounts, 1 believe, 
with this tliou.-and dollars a year secured, 
a competent editor and competent writers 
could he found to select and writo suitable 
Lectures and L e— OOS, and publish them, so 
Hi. work can be started MOB. Then all In- 
tereeted ihould help lecure subscribers. 

Th. se would loan the Le .sons and Lectures 
to their Mich bora. The Lessons should be 
looompenled with a suitable program for 
Hie local part of the nie iings. Thus public 
aentnnenl would he won lo favor and start 
such Meltings; each community using the 
bee) read, r and teachers Ihey have lo de 
llVCf the Lecture, and teach the lx;ssons, 
while the other local talent furnish music, 
singing, recitations, debators, etc. 

WhCB the people are led into deciding 
it is right or beneficial, fro , 
knowledge of causes and results, (heir 
choice will be, "We will try to Do Right, 



and Help Others lo." Those willing to help, 
write me. 

oiooklyu, Conn. Dox 7U. 



boPtRSruiON AND THE LAW OF 
CAUSE AND EFFECT. 



i Luiinut uudcisuiuu on WJMU ground aiij 
pvioou, .ualeriansi, ineist, AUie.s.., or wual- 
ever „e way can niwse.il, cau aver luai 
aupeisuuou hears no relation to we mw 
ot cause and c-Ueol. ll is jusl line saying 
mat. a cmiu oears no re-iaiiou to us mower, 
oupersi.uou is, nseli, lue uaughler ot an 
aumua.e cause, and appears to be one oi 
UM earnest, ettccts wuich lue law produced 
upon Ute luiuu of man. 

1 naiihiy aumit mat superstitiou has no 
bearing upou luis, or any oiuer uaturui .aw. 
.\eilner uoes tue most exact scieuce. Man s 
hnowicdge, or ignorance ot the workings ol 
UB«.Ur« does not affect tueiu iu the least. 
Uiavaalioii Kept up its altractiou alter 
->ewion told ihe world that such a tore, 
existed, just as it had done before— uo mole 
and no loss. There was uever a supersti 
lion so gross that a could endow uiau witn 
an Immaterial soul, nor a conscience so 
lute as to find in him a mind apart from 
the operation of his material organs. 

The relation existing between supersii 
lion and the law of Cause and Kffect, is CI 
actly tlie same as that which exists between 
thai taw and every other phenomenon. All 
we know, save Mailer in ils primordial 
slate, is the effect of an adequate cause, 
and superstition is no exception to the rule. 
AUn's ignorance of his o.vn nature and 

a of the universe around him has, most 
probably, bean the cause of all supersti 
lions; and superstitious, in their turn, have 
bun the cause of innumerable effects— 
mostly avll in their nature. 

Some there are who will deny that these 
effect! lave ever been otherwise than harm- 
ful; but where a superstition has been used 
;.» enforce obedience to a moral law, its ef- 
fect has certainly been beneficial. 

Superstitiou exists, and if it is declared 
to bear no relation lo the law of Cause and 
Effect, it must be the miracle which we 
Rationalists have so long and strenuously 
denied. 

LOU LAWKKNCK. 

I'. I.— Much confusion of thought will be 
averted when students come to a clear con 
OeptiOB of the difference between the civil 
and the natural law. Civil law consists of 
. diets, or rules, laid down by an individual, 
or individuals, for the government of other 
individuals of the same specie; while natu- 
ral laws are simply statements- that certain 
constituents and c«rtaln conditions always 
produce certain results. L. L. 
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Bernard Shaw on his Religion 



Playwright and Novelist Defends His Po- 
sition against the Strictures of Editor 
Foote in London Freeth.nker. 
Latter's Rejoinder in our 
Next Issue. 



(.Froui London Kit-t liinkrr. ) 

My Dear Foote: — 

lift] 1 explain myself to the vounger 
i in 'tu i >< is of > our llock — If you will allow 
mi- so to describe the readers of the Free 
thinkef — who may otherwise be discouraged 
in their sdventure Into Froethought by the 

tailiti that so conspicuous an atheist as my- 
self recanted as soon as lie was old enough 
to know better. 

I have never changed my mind about 
popular religion in this country. I do not 
claim that this is a merit on my part: on 
lie contrary, a genu.no Freethinker should 
change his mind as often and as carefully 
tis he changes his linen. Hut as a matter 
of lad. to he deplored or applauded as the 
case may he I loathe the mess of mean 
superstition and misunderstood prophecies 
which is still rammed down the throats of 

Children in this country under the name of 
Christianity as contemptuously as ever. 
And in my opinion the blackest spot in 
English public life is the cowardly dishonor 
in which our public men leave the Idas 
phemy Lawi unrepealed, and imply, In till 
their Utterance! on religious education and 

Imperial organisation, thai 'hey worship 

the savage Idol in the tale of the bears 
sent to an! the children who mocked 
BllBha'l baldness: thai our Mahometan. 
BuddhM and Hindu fellow svhjaetfl are 
walking in darkness w! list our Olassites 

and Agapemonltea and Plyrooutli Brethren 

and ConnteSS -Of-Huntingdonlans are bath- 
ing in celestial light; and that Mr. Kdmund 
(losses father was a more enlightened 
man than Matthew Arnold. We may con 
grattila.te ourselves on the fact that the 
present ( hivernmeiit contains only one man 
stupid enough to Institute a prosecution for 
blasphemy: but what are we to say to that 
other fact that though ev. rv one of his fel- 
low ministers who is of sufllcient Import- 
ance to make his opinions ascertainable, 
would, if the Hlasphemy Law* were sincere- 
If end Impartially cnrrled out. be an e\- 
prtsoner legally Incapable of holding his 
office, they all cowered shamelessly before 
the superstition of that colleague, and vir- 
tually committed themselves to the opinion 
that a man should be ruinously punished 
with the vilest criminals for refusing to be- 



lieve that the birth of Jesus was parthe 

oogenetic. 

^ oar younger readers wnl now ask why 
— it these are my Views — Liiai 1 am regarded 
by so many SlSCttlSTiStS as an aposiale. 

w hen i spoke on I'mgrsss in i- roof nought at 
the Hail of stolen os alter the death of Brad 

laugh, Why was 1 received wiiii a burst ot 
fUT) BUOh as no OH rgyniau need have feared 
nitre".' Why do uie congregations of the 
City Temple and Wcslhouruc Park Chapel, 
witli tin if famous pastors in the chair, make 
much of me, whilst the National Secular So 

0. ety, after two trials, had to drop DM as an 

intolerable blasphemer whose lectures would 

drive away the old guard on whose sub- 
scriptions the Society depended'.' 

The answer is that I am Implacably and 
coulenip. uouoij ana rUtUOBMllM and auli- 
tii, Hi rial 1st, and mat the tsecui.n i-,n of the 
.National Secular Society , in ipttS of your 
leadership, is crudely rationalistic and BUV 
teriallstic. When i called my sell an athe'-i 

wars ago in order to make it c.ctir that I 
was on the side ot Urudlaugii iu his Bghl 

wiiii the House ot Commons, i meant thai 

1 had exactly the same opinion i l what his 

persecutors called Cod as Mahomet had of 

the >ione., which (ho Arabs worshipped be- 
to r e he con von "d them. I used i iieia'tv • 
term to Sipress a negative put ; inn 1 re 
peatedl) ami publicly repudiated the term 

Agnostic (logical as II was) beC'iUS'J au Ag- 
nostic was then understood to lec litre, with 
regard to the cx.sltnco ot t.od (Which then 
mt ant Jehovah), that he did not know. 1 
said that 1 could not take thai p Hltion, be- 
BUUVI 1 did know that there was u i such 

person. When queskmers askod nou i oouM 
lirove a negative, 1 asked tl.eiu how they 
could prove that there was uot i blUS horse 

with green wings capering at thai moment 
on the roof of St. Paul's ("atii. dral and What 

they would think of my Intel'oci snd char 

acter If, nu rely because 1 had DOi lie in to 

1. udgate Hill to make sure, 1 hesitated U) 
deny, dogniatically and tlatly, thai n SPS *M 
such a horse so occupied? . 

So far, the Secularists regarded me as i.ne 
of themselves. But neither Secularists nor 
any one else can live on negations, any more 
than Vegetarians can live on mere absten- 
tion from meat. When the account given 
ill Heliosis of the origin of the universe held 
the field, the man who said "Rubbish!" made 
an important contribution to Freethought; 
and our consciousness of that made us all 
.ay "RubblSh!" with an earnest BOSS and elo 
qUSSI OS which now seem ridiculous. For. 
very unexpectedly. Genesis fell before us 



like i ne walls ot Jerico. And troiu lual 
moment, tue r leetiuukeis, instead oi Utiug 
urn wnu augr> BSaeKKMM oi me actual ci- 
.sience of the CiaiUtu ol iMieu, louud lueni- 
stives eagerly auu reapecuuiiy invued lo 

t \p..lill lUS universe 0) peopie WUO quite 
agreed thai uie biUie story WSS iuipo.ss.ule. 
tue agnostic repii i dou t know, meant 
siutpie extinction ot the I rot uiiuker ao a 
teaoer ot thought, it may bo a Hank an 
swtr and a true answer, bui so is MM an 
ewer ot the man who says i dou t know ' 
win n you ask him tue waj lo Putney. You 
uo not question his houesly; uut you take 

no further Interest in him. 

num. as NietSsuM -^armuustra put it, 
"UO* is dead, Ainelsui uies also, uiuie 

smashing Is tedio u s to p opie v»uo have 
KUiaauesl ineir uiuus. t uo not say UMU 
in. ie is no v>oik Kll lor alueists auu Uiule- 
siuSaUOra among pi opie who ivma.u sieeped 
in tue crude idolatry that is sail all luat 

religion mt sns to large ui isso oi me tAx- 

giisn people, though 1 douut wueiuer the 
line can he urawu higher now man at what 
i lie Roman Catholic church gives mi as In- 
vincible Ignorance, but that is not my job. 
I prefer positive work; and, indeed, whether 
we like it or not, we all have to face posi- 
tive work it wo are to retain au> hold ol the 
pioneering section of the public. When 
Mm said, verj penetratingly, in your article 
on my City Temple sermon that Cod is in 
process of manufacture, you put Atheism 
aside just as a man puts his gun aside when 
be lias shot the tiger and must set lo work 
with his spade. The Clearing away of false 
solution-, is not a clearing away of problems; 
quite the contrary; it brings \ou face to face 
with them. Denial has no further Interest; 
J mi must in gin to alllnu. 

Under this pressure there arose Neo- 
Darwinian), or the explanation of all phenom- 
ena as the result of Natural Selection. The 
world, according to this view, is only a pur- 
poseless accident, interesting only because 
of its amazing simulation of design and the 

ingenuity of its explanation. Opposed to 

this stands the 1790-1830 theory of Involution 
as l he struggle of a creative Will or 1*111 jHISe 
(Called by me the Life Force) towards high- 
er forma of life —Hod in process of maun 
lacture, as you put it. N'eo-Darwinism is a 
materialistic theory. Involution is a mystical 
one. 

The Secularists embraced Natural Belee- 
tiou rather because It was the opposite ex 
treats to JahoVSjl worship, than from any 
seriOttS grasp of it and Its ghastly implica 
Continued on page 13 
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BLUE GRASS BLADE. signed of this city. If you are afraid to debate these inat- 

I'ubiidhed weekly, at Lexington, Ky. I, ls (which you claim are so important to humanity J upon 

Founded by Charles Chilton Moore In 1884 and edited by Mm until his it ptlbUo platform where the Other side can be heard, then 

dt,i ""' )-e»ruaiy 7, 1906 ^ v - er y careful u hat public statements you make from the 

james e. hughes, Publisher and Mana 0 er 1'ulpn, as you will be called upon to answer to the proper 

john r. charlesworth. Editor authorities lor any lies, misstatements or slander, indulged 

126-8 N. Limestone Street. ^Lexington. Ky. iu . "Franklin II. Heald." 

SUBSCRIPTION RATES. A DANIEL COMES TO J QDGMENT. 

By mall, postpaid $1.60 per year in advancr 

rive new yenrly subscribers at one remittance, $1.00 each. 

months 8 so'cint^each" 51 ' 0 "" 8ent wUh °" e nmtUMM ' for 8ix The day of Freetbought victory is nigh ! Creeds no long- 

Tiiai subscriptions, 15 cents per month. er L . oU iniand attention, and are falling into disrepute as 

foreign subscriptions, postpaid, $2 00 per year. ' o r 

well as disrespect. Material substitutes are of no avail. 

advertising rates. The modem church is on a rapid decline, and the aid of 

One inch, single column, 1 Insertion, 60 cents; one mouth, or four ,,,,, ,;_ , ,i _ • i ■ ■ i 

inse t.ons, $100. six month. $6 0»; one year. $8.00. muaic, singing, together with temponzation, are unable to 

mon?h. ar V20oo 0l r i e%ear i,e $3ooo nse,l ' on ' B M: "" m ° nlK " °° : 8lx render ellicieut service in checking its headlong course, 

rates' upora u p r puc*uon le COlU '""' " Mr 8dverU '* me,lt " " ' peciiil \\ hen citing these facts to your orthodox neighbors, do 

offered* pu "" !i,ier ha8 the " Kht lo reJect any and a " " d ^ rl " tme " ls not give tliem as coming from the Blade alone. It is not 

GENERAL business rules 0IUP vo ' cc speaketh, but the voice of the people through 

all HlBfCRIPTlONI to the Blade will be di.cont.nued at iki *• i "^luiiLeiitality of the press. It is a popular verdict 

expiration of the term for which the subscription has been pair uuj ill dgmnTlt i s now rendered tliereoll. The hos An"elcs 

up in advance. The add: ess slip on the paper will show sub J mvu *«■ iMa nnfpiirm 

o/'numbe?.' omiued' w^'pr^nt?' if" ask C ed P for uS^tJSmA™ Evening News, editorially, in its issue of .November 4 last, 

case ot discintinuance. offers the following caustic comment upon conditions con- 

SHOI I.U ANY SUBSCRIBER change his or her addieas. advise thl . ■ j . • i 

office, gixing both old and new address, as desired. Inditing Hie orthodox clllircn. 

THE OFFICE of publication of the Blade is at 126-118 North Lime- "This i- ., ntwind at mo-i-st inm.inr mtnv nf rlif» pvon- 

stone Street, Lexington, Kentucky, to which all Freethinkers will ilus 13 ■ ptUOU OI UUlOal aillollg Ilianv OI Uie eWUl 

be given a hearty welcome gelical churches. Their devoted members and their leaders 

THE BLADE is enterd at the 1'ostotlice at Lexington, Kentucky, as ■ , ™'"™ g r» sou lUHJU H-auus 

second-class mailing matter. are at a loss to account ior the 0041186 that has come over 

ADDRESS ALL COMMU NICATIONS TO THE BLUE UKASS BLADE, . ° 

1-. o. Box 3S3, Lexiiigion, Ky. these organizations in the past twenty-live years. Little by 

- - - - little the^e churclies lost their hold on the men. To main- 

IHE EMERGEN C Y FUND Slid compete with other attractions, better 
musk was provided, and the ministers modernized their 

.. . I II i • , , x rinons. Still, relatively speaking, the attendance dwin 

from one wlio is too modest to allow Ills name to be .. . _ ' • ■ , 

. . ... . . , , . , died. ( 'lie ot the evangelical churches has confessed its m- 

oaed in public print, we have received a verv handsome " , ■ . , „ 

... , . .. . ., , . , . ability to make progress in so iertile a held as San 1' rancis- 

contribution to this fund. By this donation we MB still , ■ • , • , . , , . , 

,,,,,, i . j. i. i • i < .i «o, ami admits that it has made no real growth in that citv 

•end the Blade to poor and indigent r reeth inkers, ann the . , . ° ■ 

. . f . m .i 111 the past twenty-live years. Another ol these churclies 

burden oi paving subscriptions is thus lifted i»fl tneir . * . . .. , ,. „ - . 

h ulder K on iwellina the fund changed its articles of faitn, and most radically. In most of 

~ ""' ' . VL ^' , ^ \ 1 ' t ' . ' L " " ' a . ft them the literal hell has been abolished and a tacit (but not 

Treviouslv acknowledged - - ifc V..>0 , .„ . , . .. . . . . . * , ,. 

Buckeye i> ou admitted) specie.- rd umversaliam has been tolerated. 

Total - -~^7o NO IXCORPOR^ION. 

PREACHERS AEE~ CHALLENGED. ^ .nggeation offered by the Made two weeks ago re- 

garding a plan ol incorporation, whereby the paper might 
asqtiire some working capital through a diversity of in- 

The following challenge which has been published in I dividual interests, has not been favorably accepted by those 

daily paper at Ciivleville, Ohio, as paid matter, will not qualified to judge of such an undertaking, ami, therefore, 

only be sullicient to explain itself, but will show our readers weeding to a number of entreaties, the proposition will be 

the degree of interest felt in the .mux- of FreethoUght Th« Ul - U \ ^ f lirt | 1( . r consideration given thereto. 

Blade has had the dipping in its possession for more than Under the eiraumataneea the Blade will continue publicu- 

a week, but we have not yet beard of any reply being vouch tion under its present business plans and arrangement -. 

saied. It reads j,, addition to wha( was said in these ColuirUU coiiceniing 

-A CHALLENGE To any minister <>f the gospel of ,. BUn ,ber of personal letter, had ben nent out to 

Ciivleville or the State of Ohio, who has the ( rage to de ■elected friends, asking for their rleWi upon the tllbject 

fend bis Savior, Devil, Hell or Bible; you can arrange ;i being considered The general trend of the answers re- 
debate for one or more evenings, by addressing the under ceived, while disfavoring any change in the Blade manage- 
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incut, assured us of a number of constant and valuable 
friends who are willing t<» do all they can t«. aid the paper 
in its struggles for life, liberty ami happiness. 

One of the most valued of the letters we haw received is 
from Dr. F. B. Foote, of New York. He is opposed to 
the incorporation plan. In bit letter he states that even 
ihould tlic Blade succeed in incorporating, the arrangement 
would be hut temporary, and any financial aid extended 
would he in the nature of an outright donation, instead of 
investing in stock thai would be supposed to pay dividends, 
yet enshrouded in ><. much doubt and uncertainty. 

Mrs. Kliza Mowry Bliven writes against the corporation 
and offers, as a plan for securing tin- much needed en- 
couragement, the creation id' a .$1,000 fund for the benefit 
of the Blade, whereby an assistant editor could be employed 
and the present editor take more to lecture work, the build- 
ing up of local societies and enlisting additional workers in 
our cause. 

K. 1). Nauman, T. .1. Minor. 1. M. Miller. Charles 
Betseher, and others have also written, and each of these 
deploring the necessity of advocating such an em er g e n cy, ex- 
press a willingness to take stock iii the proposed corporation, 
if the act of incorporation should he taken, and Otherwise 
do all in their power to a-sist the Blade to proper tinancial 
strength. 

Supreme satisfaction is felt at the mans kind words 
these letters contain, the beneficial suggestions given, ami 
the hearty, cheerful optimism displayed. But these do not 
solve the present problem of meeting the expenses incurred 

in the publication of the Blade. 

There is a way by which the Blade could be made inde- 
pendent. There i- a way whereby the Blade would be 

instantly relieved from its great financial stress. That 
way is by all delinquent subscribers immediately paying 
what they owe, and if not intending to remain on our lists, 
to frankly say so and let us cut them off in order to 
save expense at material and postage on them. An examina- 
tion of our hooks and mailing lists, Lined, shows that 

at this good hour there is, approximately, $3,000 due and 
owing to the Blade on the delinquent list. We know that 

many of these delinquents are good, and >vill, sooner or 
later, pay up in full, but the burden id' being compelled to 
carry such a large debt has necessitated the borrowing of 
money to enable us to keep up, at interest, thereby increas- 
ing the burden, as no interest is forthcoming on the delin- 
quent, subscriptions. This borrowed money will be due 
January L. We have no prospects of paying it, and will be 

compelled to ask for the privilege of extending it by paying 

Up the interest already accrued. 

Our friends must realize that this is a verv unsatisfactory 
condition, ami the mental attitude arising therefrom is not 
conducive to the best and highest quality of work. Could 
this delinquency be fully met and satisfied, our indebted- 
ness would be wiped out, the burdens would disappear and 
the Blade be on solid ground. It was for the purpose of 
seeking a method whereby this burden might be more 
easily borne by the many, instead of by one, that the plan 



of incorporation WSI lUggBSted, hut SJ OUT best friends have 
advised against it, we feel that we are in a measure bound 
I ' 1 give heed to what they have to say. 

Owing to the fad that this question has been placed he- 
fore the Blade's friends, we deem it only can. lor to say 
further that when the change WSS made in I he editorship 
and in the form and manner of publication, in January last, 
the sum of $1,000 was borrowed, at six per ent. which was 
put into the Blade for the purpose of sustaining the change 
and general improvement made at that time. The tevere 
industrial depression of the past year, or more, has, doubt- 
less, had much to do with present conditions, bin the Blade's 
income since that time has not even met the additional ex- 
pense of publication, much less enabled us to accumulate 
any funds wherewith to meet, in due time, the debt we had 
assumed. This is the truth of the situation, and as M much 
of a personal nature depends upon a proper solution of the 
existing problem, we feel constrained to give our reasons, in 
full, for what was previously suggested. 

At first blush the plan appeared feasible. Being fully 
advised by many good and valuable friends, we are now 
convinced that the present method of publication is the best 
and a mighty effort will he made to keep the Blade going 
and make it .-elf sustaining. 

The trouble is in the delinquent li-t. and once that is 
satisfactorily tettled, peace, happiness and progress will 
surely follow. The only problem is how to accomplish it. 

JOINT DEBATE ARRANGED FOR. 

The editor of the Blade will engage in a joint debate with 
Rev, Leander S. Keyser, a Lutheran preacher, at ( anal 
Dover, Ohio, where the two Freethoiight conventions were 
held in September last, and it may he s ;1 id that ihis is one 
of the outgrowths of that assemblage of Freethought men 
and women. 

The debate will take {dace on . Thursday and Friday, 
February 11th and 19th, 1909, and will he held at Canal 
Dover, although the place of meeting is not yet made 
known, it will, presumably, he held in the llardc-ty Opera 
House. 

From information vouchsafed, it appears that Rev. Key- 
ser. who took exceptions to MNne of the speeches and argu- 
ments offered at those Free thought convention-., especially 
Dr. Wilson's speech, found an occasion to "answer" them 
from his pulpit on the Sunday night following the adjourn- 
ment of the conventions. Of course all the speakers and 
members had then returned to their homes. The Canal 
Dover papers made announcement of the sermon, from 
which source the Freethinkers of Canal Dover learned 
thereof. Samuel Tootney happened to meet Rev. Keyser, 

and suggested the debate. Ml". Key-er e\prc--ed his willing- 
lie— to undertake Btteh a controversy, and the Blade's editor 

was communicated with. Rev. Keyser was thereupon com- 
municated with, and his written acceptance came to hand 
in due time. 

All that was required on the Freethoiight side was that 
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the proposition! for discussion should bo so worded us to 
bring in sharp contrast the moral influences and principles 
of ( bristianity and Free thought, and the following lias 
been agreed upon; 

ThOBSDAYj 1-i.niii ai:v 11th. 

Rev, Keyser to affirm — 

Resolved, Thai there is sufficient moral, historical and 
scientific evidence to prove that the bibhi is the inspired 
w ord of god. 

FkibaYj FrnwavAMt lira, 
( Iharleswortb to affirm — 

Resolved, Thai the principles of Secularism are U'tter 
adapted to meet the needs and promote the welfare of the 
human family than the principles of Christianity. 

In order to have -nine representation in the immediate 
locality for the purpose of agreeing upon the detail of ar- 
rangements, the Blade's editor has named Samuel Toomey, 
Walter C. Rardeety and George 0. Roberts as ■ committee 

to that end. 

With a full under-landing that the object of the debate 

i- to ascertain truth, and not a mere personal conquest, we 
go into tlii- forensic tourney with full confidence regarding 
the outcome. Rev. Keyser submitted the propositions which 
were accepted with but slight modifieation. 

Rev. Keyser i- accredited with being a man of ability, 
ami has written and published anumber of books upon the 
life and habits of birds, including, also, a religious novel, 
intended to aid the eau-e of Christianity. Properly con- 
ducted this debate should prove of mental profit to chris- 
tian and Freethinker alike. 

While on this trip to ('anal Dover other InotUTC uppoint- 
Uients v. ill be taken, ami a number of local clubs under the 

Buckeye Secular Union is expected to be organized us a 
re-nit of those efforts, 

Jt is to be hoped that BO far an the Freethinkers in Canal 
Dover and Tuscarawas County are concerned, they will do 
all they can to make this discussion memorable in the his- 
tory of the district. 

WHAT WILL ROOSEVELT DO I 

Many Freethinkers will appreciate the uetion of Franklin 
II. Reald, of Higher Bcienoe, in addressing a letter to 
President Roosevelt, oommending him for liis attar anees 

aneul religious liberty in America while making answer 
to a eiti/en of Ohio concerning injuries made as to the 
religious sentiments ami pretensions of the President-elect 
Hi- letter, presumably, is in the hands of the President 

long before this article is written, appears in another col- 
umn of this issue. 

The real question presented here, however, is, what will 
Roosevelt do? Will be !»• manly enough; eourageous 
enough, honest enough, to admit and correct bis former mis- 
take and misrepresentation of the character of the man who 
gave the American colonies their freedom and independ- 
ence; Doubtless, with Roosevelt, a- with all mankind, the 
yean will enable a clearer and more unprejudiced vision 



to be had of events obtained from the records of written 
history and of which we were not personally cognizant. 
1 he wider experiences afforded by almost unlimited oppor- 
tunities in judging personal character will necessarily bring 
toleration and respect, where prejudice and passion once 
did reign. Even a lioosevelt, he of strenuosity m personal 
characteristics, say of him what we will, aye, and view him 
in the light of his utterances a gencrution ago, must have 
been amenable to the luw of intellectual development and 
his vision of things undergone a broadening and softening. 
I be only honest, righteous, courageous course lor lioosevelt 
lo pursue, is to read the Age of KcaBon, the author of which 
he so outrageously misrepresented, anil, having done so, be 
frank enough to answer Air. lleald's letter and recall his 
printed falsehood. W ill he do so ', lias he sufficient moral 
coinage to do it I The answer to these questions is in the 
i ni lire. Should lioosevelt deign to make answer, Air. lleald 
promises that the Ulade shull huve his unswer for publiea 
lion, provided, Ik- is not restricted therein. 

What might suggest to the observer that there is a possi- 
bility of lioosevelt making answer lo Air. lleald's letter, is 
the apparent modifieation in the religious views formerly 
held by the President In his recently published letter to 
the Dayton man, defending Judge Tail's right to member- 
ship in any religious denomination without heiug called to 
a political account, lioosevelt said: 

■ Discrimination against the holder of one faith means re- 
taliatory discrimination against men of other faiths.' 

True, indeed, and only too solemnly and seriously true, is 
the above Statement Those discriminations, encouraged by 
sect votaries and assiduously pushed lo the front in our 
political and social lift', are the prime causes of religious 
dsturbanoes and hatreds, the self -same spirit thai led to the 
religious butcheries recorded in human history. Kven in 
the appointment of chaplains in penitentiaries, in the army 
and navy, in legislative assemblies, the same sectarian rival- 
ry produces itself, and as all can not get in on the ground 
lloor, petty jealousies ensue and political revenge is at oner 

threatened. Intrigue follows intirgue and all in the name 
of him who is said to be the prince of peace. But why the 
ueoessity for pandering to any religious faith? Why tin.' 
necessity for any religious faith at all? lidding to lb« 
news personally expressed, is it not patent i i ihe President 
that in ubsolute justice as between man and man, there 
should be no religious preferences in mat tow of legislation 

< r executive prerogative, ai d that all seeM should be placed 

i pon an equal footing by being officially Ignored! Route- 
veil must realize the full force of such an argument, for he 
further declare-, that to subject Judge Taft to public criti- 
cism and political disfavor because of his religious beliefs, 
would be to "negative tin; firat principle of our government, 
which guarantees 00mplete religious liberty ami the right to 
each man to act in religious affairs as his own conscience 
dictates." 

Did not Thomas Paine enjoy that same right of liberty 

of uHsienoe which Roosevelt now Insist* la "the first 

principle of our government" when he preferred to reject 
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ohurchianity but axpreaa an abiding faith iu the existence 
oi Ucity I Was Koosevelt juslilied, under "the iirst prin- 
ciples oi our government" m denouncing Paine as a "filthy 

Uttiti atheist: 11 he was not »u jiiotilied, an<l every lact 
proves mat he was nut, theu those same "hrsl principles oi 
our government ' insist and demand that Hoosevelt oorreot 
Ins manliest error and make due and honest reparation lor 
me great wrong be lias done. With Ins present declarations 
in tAVor <>i reiigioui toleration it is the only course left for 
him to take, and, hiking it, he will redeem himself in the 
minds of thousands of h reel linkers and liberty-loving people 

in this country. 

it is indeed comforting to know that even a Roosevelt 
will admit that Lincoln was unorthodox, that the fathers of 
our republic were decidedly uii-C'hristiuu in their beliefs, 
lluit John tjuincv Adams was a Unitarian, uod that Roosc- 
\eii, himself has had the good judgment and courage to 
appoint men to public oliice without the slightest regard to 
ilu ir opinions concerning the orthodox faith. 

.Now let him answer ileahl's letter and do the amende 
honorable i<> the character of Thomas l'ainc. 



GIBLS QUIZZING A PREACHER. 

There is one preacher in the country, if no more, Rev. .1. 
K. Snyder, of the Episcopal church, iu Chicago, whose re- 
cent ezperiencea mUSl induce hilll to believe there is consid- 
erable virtue iu the scriptural injunction "tO agree willi 

i bine adversary quickly lest he convert thee." 

From a report in die columns oi the Chicago Evening 
New-, dale oi November 12, we learn thai Rev. Snyder 
ba> been endeavoring to promulgate hi- gospel by visiting 
the different workshops and factories in tin- Windy City, 

and then- talking to the nu n, women, boys and girls( per- 
mitting them to question and quiz him concerning the atti- 
tude oi the Christian church toward labor and its utility to 

the masses in general. The report also shows that most 
of the quizzing came from the girls, and a perusal of the 
list oi questions reported to have been propounded to the 
sky pilot we are impelled to conclude that there is very small 
religion or religious proclivities among these feminine fac- 
tory workers. This is encouraging, tot we realize that 

ii i these young women must come the mothers oi future 

posterity, and are justified in the inference thai later ages 
will witness an exodus oi women from the ranks of church 
drudgery and orthodox humility and servitude. The church 
depends upon woman for its very existence", but it must he a 
scant support the church will receive from the young wo- 
men who propounded some of these questions. Read tome 

of them : 

Who made (iod I 

Who made Satan ? 

1 s ( iod responsible for sin ? 

Why are there so many religions I 

Does (iod hear and answer prayer 1 

Why did he not ansyer the prayer of the martyrs 1 

What benefit is the church to the woridngmaii I 



fhen there were several questions along sociological line-. 
Some of them dealt with the candidates for President iu the 
last campaign. One referred to Debs aud his character. 

While the alleged answers to the foregoing questions, a- 
purported to have been given, were furnished to the press 
by the parson in a personal interview, they are decidedly 
unsatisfactory, although the parson evidently think- other- 
wise. The best course to have followed would have been for 

the reporter to have interviewed the girls and from their 

own lips learn whether they derived satisfaction from what 
the parson had to say. This, ihe reporter did not do; he 
look the parson's word for it ; gave the parson's views alone, 
and the report is but a one-sided affair at best. 

Bully for the girls of Chicago. It is a self-evident fact 
that they are very much alive to religious topics; that they 
have been doing some thinking on their own account and 
were able to sit before a preacher of the gospel mid quiz him 

upon the dogmas and doctrines of his theological tystem. 
What a mighty step forward! What an advance from the 
day when a woman was told "keep silence" and be m "sub- 
jection." 

A- for tin- questions themselves, tin- report shew- that 
the first was absolutely unanswered ihe preacher dodged 
it. lie made no effort, in his reported interview, to even 
explain why he did not answer it. The Blade knows, how- 
ever, that he could not answer it. Question No. 8 was 
never answered. I he third question was dodged, for, while 
the preacher denied that God was responsible for -in. and 
Urged that Satan was, he omitted to state that Cod was re- 
sponsible tor Satan. The fourth question was not answered. 

but had au honest effort been made, the preacher would have 
been compelled to make admissions -bowing that his own 

religious brand was but a patch-work arrangement. This 
Would have opened the eyes of many now sincerely believing. 
Tlie fifth question was answered in the affirmative, but no 
proof was offered in substantiation thereof. It was a mere 
assertion, minus authority. The sixth question was an- 
swered by saying that God had put the martyrs in a frame 
of mind whereby they could withstand their ■offerings, but 
no attempt was made to justify any suffering on the part of 
a controlling deity. The last question was answered by say- 
ing that Chicago would be an unfit place to live in if all the 
preachers quit preaching, and that tin- church made human 
lib' purer ami better. This, too, in face of the fact that 
human society and the conditions governing society have 
only improved as the people have become in lifferent to the 
church. 

Tim preacher closes his interview by stating that the 
meeting gave him much genuine pleasure, bill judging from 
ihe report given we are inclined to doubt the truth thereof. 
On the contrary, we opine that this preacher will be in no 
great hurry to repeat the visit ami have to go through 
with the same interrogating as was given him by these girls. 

If these girls could be induced to write out their own 
views of that meeting the Blade would gladly give them 
space for the publication. 
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Incorporation is Not Approved 

Expressions from Blade Readers Upon the Proposed Plan, with Sev- 
eral Timely Suggestions for General Welfare and Improvement 



Tht loilovviug letters have Lutu received 
tfOJB ptiaoual and interested bauds ol the 
i..aue regarding our proposuiou to incor- 
porate, which, iroui the.r leuor, have Un- 
ix Ufld u.-, 10 abaudon tue uotiou: 

FROM DR. E. 3. FOOTE. 

NEW VOHK CITY. — Sorry jour outlook 
is discouraging, bui 1 don i like Luis plan, 
i'robably outers ImI UM same. Vou may 
■jet in iiiou^u to lloal I y ear, aud then 
you will go the way of oilier papers Uial 
have di< d out oil the slock plan. Folks 
will donate yearly to individuals who ar« 
struggling for the cuuse — bu: to a stock 

nompany not likely. That'a how it strikes 

Yours Truly. 

FROM ELIZA MOWRY BLIVEN. 

BROOKLYN, CONN. — J aw sorry, very 
warty that the BhM Omm Bfa de can't pay 
its way. That Corporation pian looks to 
DM like a til— till begging. I doubt whether 
you could ra:se $L'no t'lat way, and you 
would bu a servant of many bosses then, 
w hat are need la plana to make more Ma- 
il rialists, and wm-rever a few are made to 
have them start Sunday meetings without 
n ligion. Th"' more .Mate- ialists, the more 
■ObMrtbMn to our papal*, till both the 
b. C. H. and I'. I*, will hi s< II supporting. 
DONT increase tue siz", hut increase Its 
quality or ability to mak I Materialists, and 
guide to make their giatttliajl a success 
everywhere, developing t heir DWB lecturers 
bj discus.- ions and addl e. :,es, as they have 
don,, glroadj at OmmI I "over and In San 
PnaelMO, ana by lessons in the Illue 
ONhM lilade. It seems to me, what you 
Seed is to find I suitable aditor to take your 
drudger) and carry on what you have be 
KUn; tod then you k<> nciiiilng half the 
lime, making Materialists, getting subscrlb- 
.is. starting meetings; and then guide all 
t hoM meetings, by sult:it.!e programs nnd 
lectures, etc.. In the Blad •. Don't have any 
bOUd of directors over | ou. Don't start' ' 
that Corporal Ion. Only ask for $1,000 
employ a suitable assi. lanl editor, 
bridge over the present difficulty. Ity mak 
b)g ktatoriallata, and slowing the 




how to run their own meeiiiig.s and develop 
their ablil.es, you can make a success ol 
the blue Grass liiade. b. iter stop sending 
il to all that don l pa) Uttl week tueir sub- 
scription runs out. Don t beg for the old 
subs, that stop paying. \ ou caul afford It 

* * * * 

FROM A BUCKEYE. 

CINCINNATI, O— In r. ply to yours pro 
IMjsmg stock subscriptions, 1 beg leave to 
inclose hve dollars, not lor stock, but for 
the Emergency Fund. 1 am loo old to buv 
slock in any enterprise. 

* • * a 

FROM E. D. NAUMANN. 

SIGOl li.M.Y, IOWA, in response to 
your appeal in last issue of the blade, will 
say : la the first place, liud enclosed $2.i'i 
port of which was given me for this pur- 
pose by my mother, who la also a subscrib r 
to the blade. For this, please send the 
blade for one yoar to a frioad whose ad- 
dress is given below. 1 know he will enjoy 
reading the greater part of It, and muy 
conclude to become a r v;ular subscriber 
thereafter. For the remainder of the in 
closure please insert the < ucloted orchestra 
Bard in blade. 1 hardly expOOt any business 
as a result, but want to nelp the blade a 
little anyway. 1 hardly think the- lucor 
poration Stock Company plan would be any 
more remunerative aud salistacfory than 
the present plan, though ol course the blade 
must be kept going. The weeds and brain 
bles of orthodox superstition are not near 
all cut down. The blade has been es- 
pecially good since you assumed the book 
shape, with portraits and biography. It is 
exceedingly line, and so lar as I am con- 
cerned, I will agree to pay $2.00 a y»iar for 
It in the future. How many of the paying 
subscribers will volunteer to do this? If 
this inclination should b come epidemic, it 
would help a little no doubt. Freethinkers 
are not afraid of the devil and hell, hence 
there is too much apathy. If they would 
put forth half the effort that Christians do 
pa save their little shrlvehd souls from hell, 
e lilade could be published in seven col 
Ui circulated by hundreds of thous- 
Yours for 



FROM I. M. MILLER. 

UPLAND, END, — Count on self for one 
or more shares of stock to help keep the 
blade going, tor without its gleam around 
the edges of the harvest tield so persistenl- 
and everlastingly reaped by the cradle of 
superstition, wo would look for the few 
faithful to fade away indeed. And why will 
blade readers not pay up and renew their 
subscriptions, that the editor may be made 
lianpy in his efforts to reduce the crime 
of Christian grace, greed and graft? 

* * * * 

FROM MARK TRIPLETS. 

CINCINNATI, O— In a long letter this 
contributor, who is only sixteen years of 
age, suggests a concert as a means of rais 
lug I mills in aid of the blade. (Fd.) 

* * a * 

FROM R. T. SHAW. 

COKINTH, KY.— I will subscribe to one 
share of stock if you should incorporate the 
blade. Let me know when you undertake 
it. 

* • * ♦ 

FROM J. W. GILBERT. 

FKIFND, NKb. — I have read your prop 
ositiou lor incorporation. Will take Hve 
dollars and pay soon, and may take more 
later. 

* * * * 

FROM T. J. MINOR. 

OCOKK, FLA. — I have Just read your 
editorial in the blue Crass blade— "Shall 
the blade Live or Die?" by all means it 
must live. The Blade has reached too high 
to let It drop now. It 's doing too much 
good with its able corpg of contributors, 
and is a great means of educating the peo- 
ple. It is indeed a great hardship for you 
to do all the work and bear a financial loss 
also. I think the plan of Incorporation a 
BJOOd one. and I heartily approve of It If It 
can be done, and will take some stock In It. 
not. as a paying invcstim nl at present, but 
to help the blade live, and to lessen the 
burden on you. I will take one share of 
stock and moro if I can 
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(Continued from page 
lions. I look my own side, the mysiical 
side, which at once brings me IU nearer to 
.Mr. Campbell, lo Dr. Clifford, to the late 
Samuel Hutler, than to any Neo Darwinian 
atheist. I cannot force any man to use my 
term Life Force to denote what he calls 
Ood; but If we both mean the same thing, 
and if the Neo-Darwlnian atheist means 
something profoundly different, I had better 
be taken to be on the Theologian's side 
against the atheist. Only, I prefer my 
own term, as It suggests none of the at- 
tributes of the ridiculous old deus ex machine 
to whose stuffed shoulders we used to shift 
all our responsibilities. If you ask me to 
show you my "god's" head. I show you my 
own head (or yours). If you doubt the 
strength of its hands. I tell you that it has 
no other hands than ours. And I solemnly 
warn you that If the present failure of our 
heads and hands to make a higher life possi- 
ble continues, It will assuredly evolve some 
creature (It may not be evn a Superman: 
It may be a Supersnake) who will clear us 
out as ruthlessly and completely as we have 
cleared the bison out of America, keeping 
only a few of us In the Zoo for the amuse- 
ment of Its young. That will certainly 
happen If, by taking to Neo Darwinism, we 
all become, what so many Neo Darwinians 
already are, a mob of futile cowards, seek- 
ing the elixir of life by vivisection because 
they have not the courage to seek political 
liberty by dynamite. 

No doubt all this is obscure to people 
who Imagine tnat Darwin Invented Evolu 
tlon, and who conclude, when I say that 
Mr. Campbell's Christ Is. apart from a few 
In-essential survivals of th° old legend, is 
credible and Interesting a person as Mr. 
Ketr Hardle. that I am preaching the doc 
trine of the Atonement. What I said at the 
City Temple was a simple statement of fact 
I have always said that It was obvious to 
me as a professional expert In literature 
that the gospels are fictions and the epistles 
documents. I do not object to the gospels 
on that account any more than to the 
dramas of Euripides or Shakespeare: nor 
do 1 admit that a Act 'on is less true than a 
document — quite the opposite, In fact. There 
are no lies In Hamlet: and our blue books 
are mostlv full of lies. Rut I regarded Jesus 
as a fictitious character exactly as T regarl 
Shakespeare's Henry V. as a fictitious char 
acter. There may have been an actual 
preacher named Jesus for seven or eight 
.Tesuses. as Mr. .T. M Robertson once con- 
tended) lust as there was undoubtedly a 
king called Henry V.: but there was so 
much less evidence, and the point was so 
unimportant In view of the fnct that neither 
the Evangel's* or Shakespeare were engaged 
In the senseless work of reproducing mem 



biographical tacts, that it was not worth 
making any reservations. Mr. Campbell, 
however, has reconstructed a credibly his- 
torical Jesus with such success that I am 
now quite prepared to entertain the propo 
sltion that he existed in the Post Office 
Directory sense, and that tome of the most 
fantastic utterances recorded in the gospels 
may be accepted as genuine tradition! in the 
light of Mr. Campbell's view of Christianity 
as a movement that dates from several cen- 
turies before Christ. This no more iinplie-- 
a change In my religious opinions than If 
Mr. Campbell had convinced me that there 
actually was once a patriarch who saved his 
tribe and his farm stock from an inundation 
by means of a raft and houseboat, and that 
his name was Noah. You will appreciate 
the Irony of the fact that whereas the re- 
ligious papers have quite understood this 
secularist explanation of my position, the 
Secularist papers persist in taking the old- 
fashioned evangel'cal view of it as the re- 
turn to the fold of a lost sheep. 

I have once or twice before been on the 
point of writing to the Freethinker to ex- 
plain the situation. Dare I say why I re- 
frained? Well, it was because I feared to 
force you into the position of hav'ng either 
to lose some of your oldest subscribers, or 
else pretend to be as blgotedly materialistic 
as some of them are . My conviction that 
you would not hesitate to speak your mind 
on that account was only an additional rea- 
son Tor not creat'ng the dilemma. Rut now 
I think It better to get the exp'anatlon off 
my mind, leaving It open to von to treat this 
letter (of which I have kept no copvt as a 
public or a private one lust as you think fit. 

Yours faithfully. 
0. BERN' \RD SHAW 



CHRISTIANITY. 



(By "The Chaplain.") 
Cigantlc swindle on the human race. 
Thou rrt a monster with human face! 
Professing truth and love for all mankind. 
You hnte the Teacher and destroy the 
mind. 

You lead your people with your ghosts 
astray 

From the light of Science that points the 
way 

To nobler things than In <hv Rlble found. 
It's Ciod a phantom of a shadow ground 

Stupendous lie on earth's created form— 
A He gigantic of a "Saviour" horn 
From trusting virgin of the Jewish race. 
With faith eternal In a ghostly face 

T.les — all lies from thy foundation stone. 
To base assumption of a heavenly home. 
Through gates of pearl that stand ajar 

for fools. 
With brains made muddv Mi vour 

Schools. 



Away, away, with thy miasma smell! 
With creeds and dogmas of a burning hell. 
Thy love that is ■eMail in its narrow 
creed, 

Thy faith unshaken in your hour of need. 

I 'rave men rise higher under freedom's 
light, 

Away forever with thy Christian blight: 



Correspondence 



Answer to the Puzile. 



H1TTSITKLD. ME.— The squ.rrel problem 
In last week's Ulade !• supposed to be a 
siuninr. BaOMtte the squirrel keeps exactly 
in front of the hunter, many people think 
that the hunter doesn't go around him. 
take tie opposite view; and to illustrate 
my position, will suppose that the hunter 
starts at the most northerly point of hii 
circle, the squirrel being exactly south of 
him, and travels east, and wh. n he arrives 
In the east the squirrel is west of him. 
When the hunter is south the squirrel is 
north of him. and so on round the circle. 
Winn the hunter gets to the s'arting point 
the squirrel Is exactly south of him again, 
the hunter having been ea<t of him. SOOtb 
of him. west of him, and back north of him. 
Will some one tell how the hunter got on 
every side of him without going around 
him?— JOHN H. KARNES. 



From a True-Blue Liberal. 



FAIRMONT SPRINGS, B. C I have beei 
thinking I would write to you for the last 
two months, but have been working hard, 
and am old. having almost reached my 72nd 
year, and could not get up enough steam 
I got n fall a few days ago. and am not quite 
able to work yet. So I am writing to you 
and enclosing 12.00 for the Emergency Fund 
I could not stand it any laager mhtn 1 read 
the 1. 'tiers published in the Blade from those 

old folks, i lust had to dtf ap. 1 thta* 

there is a brighter dav fcr the dear old Blue 
QraM Rlade. Freethought Is taking BON 
courage all over the countrv. The ball Is 
rolling and they cannot stop It. Truth will 
prevail in the end: the god Idea is losing 
ground. I WOOder If the Christian ever 
MM to find out where their god was when 
he was creating time ar.d space. Sav. dnn't 
It make you sleepy" Can W make them anv 
better? Weil. I suppose It is worth a try — 
SAMT'EE RREWER. 



BLUE OK ASS BLADE. 



NAUM ANN ORCHESTRA 



The People's Press Give 'Em Fits. 



K. D. NAT-MAX. Violin. 

ANN \ L. XAl'MAN, Piano. 

OTTO S NAl'MAN. Cornet, or Clarinet. 

Other In it rumen ti added if desired. 



Over MM pieces of the latest niUKic suit- 
;i 1il<- (or any program, always on hand. 
Lock Box soo. Phone IHhk, 

S1GOFRNKY, IOWA. 

T HF PROCESSION of PLANFTS 

1 ■ 1 IS Till GDI I Nl I 1001 I! VOU 1 * J 
-• i. »m the linti m»ts. nrlk pi the aiiilmr lor t 

devrii I >»•'• lt.it vi -the true nintiansnl nutter. Ai'Jrfs-- 

>hy..i'\ M. IllUu. SWIM A, LusAM.LUs.Cilllui.u. 



THE 

A B C of Religion 

A COLLECTION OF POEMS 

Prom a Type-Written Family Bible Without 

Policy or Piety 
Hut Full of Common Sense. 

By JOSEPH HAIGH, 

Chebanse. Illinois. 

25 CENTS. 

Address the Author or Blut Grass Blade. 



Marriage and Divorce 

oy 

JOSEPHINE K. HENRY 

VERSAILLES, KENTUCKY. 

Thousands of copies oi this up-to-da*' 
l ainph!. t are now In circulation In '1: 
Doited States and Kngland. It treat. U 
forcible style of the most Important p„jb 
U in t>«for« the American people. It shoald 
be read by both married and single, by all 
m ii and women who desire domestl; 
conditions. 

All orders promptly rilled by the autho. 
1 Copy 25 Cents. 5 Copies One Dollar 

FOR THINKERS WHO THINK 



Fearlcs in it t, advocacy of Freethought 



I'lil.li-he.l weekly at 111 Me* Island Av» 
, Chicago, 111. 

J. B Lenau Publiihei 

Official paper of the Materia Hal Aaauefotiof 
In Canada, ot Foreijrn Countries, |i oo a Yeat 
Subscnption. 50 Cent* a Yeat. 



Tomorrow Magazine 



is the only publication In the world that 
deals with all human problems from th 
Impersonal Viewpoint. 

It is published expressly f>- those wh« 
wish to see how their own cherished be 
llefs and sacred notions appear In th* 

and Reform, 
nude, stripped of all racial M*J and preju 
dice. 

My reading this magazine you will lean- 
to draw all your conclusions from funda 
mental principles, I. e., you will learn tt 
think correctly. 

SPKCIAl/— We will send three montr 
trial subscription for fifteen cents If you 
are not already a subscriber. The regular 
price of To-Morrow is ten cents per cop; 
or $1,011 per year. This office may b( 
withdrawn at any time, so you had bettei 
write NOW. 

TOMORROW PUBLISHING CO., 
Hyde Park, Chicago, III. 



SElDS 

Ruckhee's "Full of Life" Northern Crown 

Pedigreed Seeds have a repatatioH of *B years o 
su. . essiul v ed growing behind them. It pays tf 
plant the U M. 
Seasonable S|m--« ialties:— 

BBANS 

Earliest Red Valentine . . fi v> Bushel 
K'lue.n — Extra Early . . bjj Buabel 
New Btrinalea* Green Pod . jj.70 Buahct 
Wardwcll's Imp Kidney Wax $4 so llushel 



N 



Bushel 
Bushel 



Davis N> w White vs., 

Curric's Kust Prool Wax 

Pfim 

Extra Early Alaska . . 

New Rarty Gran us . . . 
Horsford's Market Garden 
Buckhec's Lightning I.xpress ; 

Lettuce. Radith, Tomato and a full Hue of 
eds. Plants and Bulbs al lowest growing prlcaa. 
Bend km eoiplete catalogue or inhartl a list of 

• nl requirements and will ijuoie pi i. es. 
Bin direei from the grower — Save Money. 
Wiite today. .Mention ibis paper. 

H. W. BUCKBEE 



; . . Bushel 

;' . Bushel 
f ; so Bushel 

|5 00 Bushel 




That's what "THE 
■CAR LET SHADOW.' 
Walter HttTt'l great rad- 
ical novel. do?a to the 
foicea of bigotry and su- 
petstlllon And the sec- 
ular press o( the country 
goaded by 'he church 
element. Is throwing a 
over It, too. No other 
novel of this decade tin* 
been 80 widely and so 
bitterly denounced by 
orthodox critics —which 
la BUfflcdanl proof that It 
la all right It hna ere 
ated n lenxatlnn In con- 

a isara aarvatlve circle* and 

I I aused conaternntlor 

(/ wHm l "" n " K M, e clergy 

SfH it i a enthualastlcall: 

endorsed tiy leadlnp 
Kroelthlnkers through 
out the world. Yon »l 
know how Hurt can write and In thla bool 
he Is at lila beat. It la an elegant volume 
fit to ornament the finest library: ccntalnln* 
422 panes, printed on heavy egg-shell paper 

and bound in ox-i>l<>od cloth. 

Price 11.60. postpaid. 

BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Lexington, Ky. 



Fine Farm for Sale 



SPLENDID CHANCE TO OWN PAY IN* 
SOIL IN BUCKEYE STATE. 



Oo you want a 218 acre farm? 

F)o you want It In Athens. County, Ohio? 

Do you want the best of soli? 

Two story double barn, almost new. Also 
six-room farm house (good condition). 
Abundance of best water throughout farm. 
Two wells, one cistern; good out buildings. 
Kut ire farm under cultivation. Small 
woodland, beautiful pasturage, apples and 
poaches. In center of coal field. Two 
shafts V4 mile east, another going down; 
4 shafts 2'A miles nor'h ana northwest, an/ 
2 more going down. Coal S feet to 14 feet 
never less thnu 8 feet. One-quarter mil- 
tc pike (new); 3\4 miles to county seat- 
Athens — 8,000 inhabitants. Junction K. & 
M., H. & O., and H. V. R. R. in Hocking 
Valley. Heirs are going to sell at once 
Bring check book; you can't keep from buy- 
ing. Sell as low as $50 per acre. 

Athens, O. H. S. LARCH. M D. 



The Wage Slave 



A Socialist Weekly, that advocatea Indus 
trial t'nlonlam. 

Revolutionary to the core. 
EDITED BY A FREETHINKER. 
The enemy of everything that 
existing aoclal order. 
Send for sample copy. 
Addrees: The Wl| 
Mich 



BLUE GRASS BLADE. 
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Secular Thought 

. Fortnightly Journal of Rational Crlti 
cism In Politics, Science mn Religion. 



Organ of the 
CANADIAN SECULAR UNION AND THE 

TORONTO SECULAR SOCIETY. 

Kdltor - - J. Spencer Kills. 
Published at 185V4 Queen St. West. To- 
ronto, Canada. Terms. $1 per annum. In 
advance; single copies, 10 cents. i 

All communications for the Editorial de 
partisan t should he addressed — 

J. Spencer Kills, "Secular Thought," 
18614 Queen St. West. Toronto. Can. 
All Business communications, orders for 
Vioks, printing, etc.. should he addressed- 

C. M. KLLIs. Proprietor and Publisher. 
Secular Thought, 

185% Queen St. West, 

Toronto, Can 



DIAMONDS 



Order of me and save minify. I deal with 
the best cutters and la rges t importers 
direct; have forty years' experience; am 
an accura e judge and analyst of theae 
beautiful gems, and diagnose them in all 
their most delicate and Intrinsic characters. 
I now do not carry stock, but buy the 
goods for cash as I receive the orders, thus 
Obtain tag best discounts. Tills saves In- 
terest on capital Invested, rents, salaries 
and the large per cent of loss Incidental 
'o and unavoidable by all dealers who carry 
stock. The small commission I will charge 
you for my time, facilities and judgnn nt 
will be trilling In comparison to the savings 
between the pries your re ail jeweler 
MUST charge you and mine. Send me a 

trial order. Upon reoeipl of goodi oompare 
with otaera, and if bo! satisfactory, return 

and get your money. Diamonds remount 

eg iti ka'esl art 1st !«• designs at loweel prioea, 
Pull value allowed for old Jewelry. 

Send for cut prices of Watches, Ilia 
nionds. Jewelry, Silver. Plated or OpUoal 

goods, I'ree Though! and other Rsdgsa. 

tageraoll spoons and my famous tract: 
Theism In The Crucible." free. 

OTTO WETTSTEIN 
La Grange Cook Co., III. 



BULBS 

BLClBlE'SBLLBS Sl'CCELDI ' 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

Mu 1. to build »w flu nine**. A ' 

. tri;.l will MM m n pMHtftM lit rut- , 
tomcr. MtWwim|>anBtMM or your 
money r»*f iMi 

Sou venir CsUectte * 

-Inth. I*|.rlnf *n..*ll*k.. I*.«. (*|'.>U«h Irl*. !>.11U,, .- 



U Da 



T il l Mil 



lit VUlM'tEII TO PtEASB 
SbNI > 2H I'M 

■ 1 I . -fl' I i ii I. ..ii., II. olUrtlo. 

.r Ii, I'Mti'tlit. w» L...lib ma bu niu.tr.i.4. iMlnui'-- 1 

■ M SB, Lull. •» I »«». XUU «U .WW tlo I 

LuihllHrfil tB Hull* M PUnu. 

i la Commf morattoll ■>< • C'.ilmioui. .u«*..f>il fcu'lnwi j 

1 - "I. 1 bUImMM fW.of Cb.r<»*|lh ihl.l'nllr.llon 1 

l.n ll-.->. .1 Tulip Bulb. Tl . jr. MM nut.l « u uJ.r 

fk : ' ~.w 1." i ■ ■ 

n ill n I L . UBI BttCKBEE 8T. 

iH. W. Buckbee rcckford. ill. 



THE 

Humanitarian Review 



GREATLY ENLARGED AND IMPROVED. 



Singleton W. Davis, Kdltor and Publisher. 
No. 854 K. 54 St.. Los Angeles. Cal. 



Price, $1.00 a year; single copy. 10c. 



Constructive. Concrete, 

Practical, Organized and 

Aggres ve Proongandism of 



Truth as Revealed by Modern Science. 



The Review labors for tin- emancipation 

Of the human mind from the debasing 

thraiidom of Superstition, BuperMturallsni 

and Mysticism, and for the upbuilding Of an 
PO tightened e'hlco scientific life. It is 
radical Without being rabid nnd alms to 
refu'e the errors of men by reason rather 
than ridicule or acrimonious disputation 
It stands for Virtue. Morality and Nooltt) 

of Character as the beat ssfegaarda for 

this life and preparation for any possible 
fir ure life. 

Bend Ave 2 cent stamp-- for Sample Copy 



Silk Dresses Given Away 

,\n opportunity if a Ufa time for women 

who love aood cloibi s. 

High School girls can Pbtaln their graft 
u a ion dreiaei without cost: working girls 

and married women may secure Bne fall 
or summer f ;, r! . y Qg 

Large list of patterns to select from. 
Bona tide offer — no fraud no grafting or 
disagreeable duties to perform. 

For full particulars send name, address and 
a two-cent postage stamp to 
247 Hennepin Ave. 
MINNEAPOLIS. MINNESOTA. 

ED. S. 5EA0REEN 



SEND 10c FOR SAMPLE. 

OF 

Heald's Religious Stickers 

The lame b< lag short isolations from 

"Our Dear Hsavenl) Father.' "our mess- 
ed Savior. " "Itaalain's Ass." 'Mary Christ". 
"Our Friend. Ii< h.vil." and otl:er person 
age-, of sacred muiiory. 

Theae are suitable for sticking on church 
doors, and oth«r objects Where they will do 
the most good In ipraadtag the "glad tid- 
ings of grea' joy." 

Until April 1. 1M9, address— 

FRANKLIN HEALD, 

CtrcleTtlle, Ohio. 



Do You Believe 



That We Humans are as importan" as 

pigs. Potatoes tad imps? 

Do you believe thai we "crown ups; 
and even i lie Children, shJOM know as 
much about oiitsi l; i - n? we know about 

Fi<hi ri»»wtr« an i Piogs? 

Dp yon believe in Better I'i"geny. a More 
Elevated Raoe anyway. 

if in, fiiri ' -■") for a year's subscription 
to the American Journal of Eugenics, and 
be in the Van "f lltttn.'in Progress. 

Published monthly a' 149 South Main 
St.. Lot angelea, California. V. S. A. 
Bamplet ten eents. Trial three months 
with pamphlet •Institutional Marriage," "i> 
Cl nts st imps. 



The Holy Bible 

In a Nutshell 



A New Booklet showing ap 'he contradic- 
tions and fallacies of the Christian bible. 

.lus' t he thing to pass around among 
your rallgiOUl friends to "jtirr their faith 

ami deatroj their godwebs. Ready Soon. 

Order Now! Single copy 10c, 3 for 25c, 15 
for $1.00. 

address: J. fiiantz. 

ITl'S F.llis Street., San Fr.mcisco. Cal. 



f EDS 



BtCL BEE'S SEEBS SUCCEED I 

SPECIAL OFFER: 

r \I»J.- to bulU New HuafncM. A trial will 1 
make you our permanent OMtonnf 

Hri/.f cone, t.ion ^juraiaE!: 1 

I II tli» Huei>( ; Turaiii. I iplcndld ; i>,.i..». a nr*l wm 

IU«*i »0 »l>rln..l..wrrl"t (lull.. ■*» TUlMlM IB Ail. 

1 lllAKIVn:iDMHU:i»E. 

Write to-day; Mention this Paper 
SEND 10 CENTS 

i ■*. »r postage anl BBdhlfaf f*4 tMvIv* thla valuable 

oUeettcfJ of ^es-dn poMnulJ, t psHll - mtlll 

in, mil** ileituiirul r*,« Jisi»l PImI Bsjsjki 

H.W. Buclbir "'^affll 
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' m a wish i 



Ifi BLUE GRASS BLADE. 

Bound Volume of The Blade 



FROM 

JANUARY 19 TO DECEMBER 27, 1908 

$3.5Q 



Worthy a Place in Every American Library 



Only a limited number can be had, and such orders as are first received will 
be first served. No copy will be bound, except upon special order previously 
made. Order now. 



SPLENDID PREMIUM OFFER 

1 , 

4 

Send us 15 paid yearly subscribers and The Blade will present you with one 
of the bound volumes above mentioned. The only conditions are that the sub- 
scriptions must be new, paid in one remittance, and reach this office by Decem- 
ber I, 1908. The full name of the person to whom it is to be sent will be printed 
on outside of cov er. The volume will be handsomely bound. 

Fifteen New Subscribers Sixty Days to Work In 

Single Volumes on Special Order, $3 5Q 

This bound volume will include all issues since the 
change in form up to the last issue of the present year. 

Pictures and biographical sketches of the Freethinkers given in this 
volume are alone worth the price asked* 

PREMIUM OFFER GOOD UNTIL DECEMBER 1, 1908. 



